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SKETCHBOOK OF THE CITY

A Film by Malene Nielsen and Esther Wrobel
Physical investigation of a city

A film aimed to capture and touch the landscape of Danish Capital- Copenhagen in its most vulnerable, magical and deserted hour.

About our film 

. 

We were inspired and touched by the emptiness, beauty and lack of movement in many parts of the City we live in. We had a basic wish to bring movement to those empty spaces’ and draw a new attention to their potential. We look at how space shapes the body, the inner feelings and perhaps the mind. Body becomes landscape and landscape becomes body. We do it in our own poetic way while trying to stretch time to an unrecognizable pace that doesn’t necessarily remind one of a ‘city’ any longer.

The film is a celebration of the cityscape as well as a critique. When it merely functions as a transportation zone for people, information and goods, the city tends to produce loneliness and dispassionate isolation.

Duration: 9.30 minutes

Credits:

Concept, Development, Artistic directing: Malene Nielsen & Esther Wrobel

Choreography and performance: Esther Wrobel

Camera and editing: Malene Nielsen

Music: Thomas Knak (OPIATE)

Costume: Line Nørreklit

Contact: estherlood@yahoo.com
More info about Sketchbook of the City:
*The creation of the film took place in Copenhagen during July-August 2008. 
*Was shot on video with one camera using only available lighting.

*There is only one body appearing in the film the rest is empty urban space. 
*Inspired by Anarchitecture and the work of Gorden Matta-Clark.
*The physical research is inspired by Body Weather and the novel ‘The Body Artist’ by Don DeLillo and is using Vertical Dance in some of the shots.

*
The project received support from Copenhagen Municipality Ungdomskulturpulje and Junge Hunde Festival Århus (DK) 2008. 

Sketchbook of the City has been screened since September ‘08 at various art event/festivals in Denmark, Sweden and the UK. It was chosen by ARTSADMIN YOUTH BOARD in London to be screened at DOT DOT DASH DOT (..-.):  The event selected 3 films to be representing new makers in dance films. Sketchbook of the City is also functioning as a part of the dance performance CRUST, Choreographed and performed by Esther Wrobel.
CRUST was chosen as a representative of Junge Hunde Festival for K15 festival in Germany in June 2008 and has been invited as an international guest to SHALEM Jerusalem Dance Festival in the end of 2009.
[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.png]N




About Us
Esther Wrobel -IL/DK

Born 81, has been working as dancer in Israel and Europe since 2002 and as vertical dancer since 2005. Leads regular open physical trainings (MB) in CPH. Among others worked with the Kibbutz Contemporary Dance Company (IL), Carlotte Ikeda/Ariadone Dance company(FR), Tanz Atelier Wien' (A), 'Caravan Stage'- (NL/Canada), Kenneth Flak (NL-Norway), EKKO, Ari Rosenzweig, Wilma Version, Boaz Barkan, Yael Gaathon, Public Eye, Kitt Johnson and Teatro Glimt (DK)Created 3 solo works. Has affection for the surreal. www.estherwrobel.weebly.com
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estherlood@yahoo.com
Malene Nielsen- DK
 Born 84, is a Copenhagen based artist and filmmaker. With documentary tactics and artistic strategies, Nielsen examines the possibilities of urban space and art as a means of intervention in everyday life. Her work explores the ways of creating film with a political and poetic aspect at the same time. Her freelance activities have brought her to collaborate on various projects with art groups in Chicago, Los Angeles, La Paz, Buenos Aires, Copenhagen and Cairo.                                                                                  kosmonautknap@gmail.com
Thomas Knak-DK (music)

Born ‘73, Started producing music in 1992 as Opiate and as part of Future 3. He has been writing music for award wining films, dance and theater productions, a concert in the Copenhagen Metro and commercials for Nike, Habitat and Dornbracth, as well as releasing various solo and collaboration albums under the names Opiate, System, People Press Play and Opto. In his collaborations as an electronic musician he has worked with among others: Bjørk, Brian Alfred, Bomb The Bass, Alva Noto, and has made 30+ remixes for bands such as: Mew, Kashmir, Bjork, Oh Land and Lali Puna






